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,Q WKH WKLUG VWHS WKH FROOHJH DGPLVVLRQV FRXQVHORU
RI WKH HDFK HVVD\ GUDIW PRGLI\LQJ VWUXFWXUH DQG ZRUG
LGHDV DQG RYHUDOO PHVVDJH $Q HVVD\ PLJKW WDNH VHYHU
H[DPSOH RI 21( HGLW

8QLYHUVLW\ RI &DOLIRUQLD 3URPSW + (GLWYV

SURPSWDW KDYH \RX GRQH WR PDNH \RXU VFKRRO RU \RXU FF

“Chinese foods?_1 guess | like Panda Express and those Costco dumplings,” Hunter, my One-of
my-American--born Chinese classmate offered. Despite attending a high school that is, according

to the Accountability Progress Report, 63% Asian, that is -cenfusingly-trguired,—really-tike

dumphings-—uUnfortunately;-that’s perhaps the only Chinese food he knows.

Asran—m—zgls—m—my—htgh—seheel—Hewever’—mMan were—bern—rn—an qeneratlon Asran students
have America-and-has-limited amount-of-knowledge of abeut-Asian culture. Our country is a

United-Statesis-a-multicultural one enriched by eeuntry-that-consists-of-diverse people, and we
shou—Fherefore,Hbelieve-people-should always-strive to learn about our own heritage and that of
eulture-of thelr-ewn-ethnicity-and-otherss”.

Heel-Ssincerely concerned with Irvington High School's extreme focus on hew-high-seheol
studentsfoecus-enty-en-academic subjects and their lack of igrere-the-impertance-of-cultural
awarenesse, my —and-my-friends Anna and Wei-Lan were first inspired by our AP Chinese
teacher Ms. Lee, whoe-was-the once advisor of the now defunct eensultant-ef-the-previeus-Asian

Culture Club, to resurrect and re-establish the -that-was-abandened-due-to-lack-of participants:
Intended to spread out Asian cultures, we decided to re-establish Asian Culture Club.

During our Every-menth-we-have-twe-informational meetings, we whieh-introduce basic

knowledges of a particular Asian country’s culture through —We-mainly-focus-en-traditional
foods, customs, and holiday festivals-ef-a-certain-country. We -and-encourage students to

participate in our hands-on act|V|t|es teaching them correct sequence of brewing tea during a
Iunchtlme Japanese 3 ne m R

steps toa tradltlonal Burmese folkdance and reC|t|nq Hindu prayers. -

Organizing a club requires effort, especially for those of us who have never done anything
similar. At first, our sparselynebedy attended eur-meetings discouraged us. Often competing

with students' intense focus on AP and Honors courses or trme conflrcts wrth the campus
extremelv popular beea Aith K N

, -teenagers
have a weakness they arecannot resrstant—te foods Through workrng wrth the club officers, we
found a solution from Hearnt-that-iis-Hnpertant-to-learn-experiencing e-frem-failure; w-and-seek
a-selution-out-of-i-—We figured out that people would come to enjoy new new-foods, allowing us
to while-we-can-present our lecture and gradually attract their attention.

Nowadays, many people consistently participate in our club events and study Asian cultures.

Even my seme-of-my-friendsfrom-Key Club friends now are-considering-attending our meetings

once in a while.



The final essay has undergone many drafts and revisions before it is finally ready to be
submitted. The final essay is now a compelling piece of the student's application,
representing the student well and placing the student at best advantage for admission.

University of California: Prompt #7 — Final

Prompt: What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

“Chinese food? I guess I like Panda Express and those Costco dumplings,” Hunter, my
American-born Chinese classmate offered. Despite attending a high school that is, according to
the Accountability Progress Report, 63% Asian, that is unfortunately perhaps the only Chinese
food he knows.

Many 2nd generation Asian students have limited knowledge of Asian culture. Our country is a
multicultural one enriched by diverse people, and we should strive to learn about our own
heritage and that of others.

Sincerely concerned with Irvington High School's extreme focus on academic subjects and their
lack of cultural awareness, my friends Anna and Wei-Lan were first inspired by our AP Chinese
teacher Ms. Lee, the once advisor of the now defunct Asian Culture Club, to resurrect and re-
establish the Asian Culture Club.

During our informational meetings, we introduce basic knowledge of a particular Asian
country’s culture through traditional foods, customs, and holiday festivals. We encourage
students to participate in our hands-on activities, teaching them correct sequence of brewing tea
during a lunchtime Japanese tea ceremony, the steps to a traditional Burmese folkdance, and
reciting Hindu prayers.

Organizing a club requires effort, especially for those of us who have never done anything
similar. At first, our sparsely attended meetings discouraged us. Often competing with students'
intense focus on AP and Honors courses or time conflicts with the campus' extremely popular
Key Club, we worked to draw attention to our club and gain membership. Luckily, teenagers
have a weakness: they cannot resist food. Through working with the club officers, we found a
solution from experiencing failure; we figured out that people would come to enjoy new foods,
allowing us to present our lecture and gradually attract their attention.

Nowadays, many people consistently participate in our club events and study Asian cultures.
Even my Key Club friends now attend our meetings once in a while.



Just in case you already forget how the first draft looks like, below please find the first
and final draft for comparison. Please carefully check them: you will be amazed by
how many changes are made in wording, content and structure.

University of California: Prompt #7 — Original Draft

Prompt: What have you done to make your school or your community a better
place?

“Chinese foods?” One of my American born Chinese classmate confusingly inquired, “I
really like dumplings.” Unfortunately, that’s perhaps the only Chinese food he knows.
According to the Accountability Progress Reporting in 2013, 958 out of 1602 students were
Asian in 2013 in my high school. However, many were born in America and has limited
amount of knowledge about Asian culture. United States is a multicultural country that
consists of diverse people. Therefore, | believe people should always strive to learn culture
of their own ethnicity and others’. | feel sincerely concerned with how high school students
focus only on academic subjects and ignore the importance of culture. | and my friends
were first inspired by our AP Chinese teacher, who was the consultant of the previous Asian
Culture Club that was abandoned due to lack of participants. Intended to spread out Asian
cultures, we decided to re-establish Asian Culture Club. Every month we have two
informational meetings, which introduce basic knowledges of a particular Asian country’s
culture. We mainly focus on traditional foods, customs, and festival of a certain country,
and encourage students to actually practice some manner. For example, we arranged a
Chinese tea party during lunch time, teaching students the correct sequence of brewing
tea. Organizing a club requires effort, especially for us who have never done anything
similar. At first, nobody attended our meeting because the time conflict with Key Club
which is extremely popular in our school; also, It was arduous to shift students’ interest
away from their AP/honor courses. However, teenagers have weakness: they are not
resistant to foods. Through working with the club officers, | learnt that it is important to
learn experience from failure and seek a solution out of it. We figured out that people
would come to enjoy new food, while we can present our lecture and gradually attract their
attention. Nowadays, many people consistently participate in our club events and study
Asian cultures. Even some of my friends from Key Club are considering attending our
meeting once a while.

University of California: Prompt #7 — Final

Prompt: What have you done to make your school or your community a better
place?

S3&KLQHVH IRRG" , JXHVV , OLNH 3DQGD ([SUHVV DQ
$PHULFDQ ERUQ &KLQHVH FODVVPDWH RIIHUHG 'HV
WR WKH $FFRXQWDELOLW\ 3URJUHVV 5HSRUW $
&KLQHVH IRRG KH NQR2ZV

0DQ\ QG JHQHUDWLRQ $VLDQ VWXGHQWYV KDYH OLP
LV D PXOWLFXOWXUDO RQH HQULFKHG E\ GLYHUVH
RZQ KHULWDJH DQG WKDW RI RWKHUYV

6LQFHUHO\ FRQFHUQHG ZLWK ,UYLQJWRQ +LJK 6FKF
WKHLU ODFN RI FXOWXUDO DZDUHQHVV P\ IULHQGV
&KLQHVH WHDFKHU 0V /HH WKH RQFH DGYLVRU RI
UHVXUUHFW DQG UH HVWDEOLVK WKH $VLDQ &XOW X

'XULQJ RXU LQIRUPDWLRQDO PHHWLQJV ZH LQWUR(
FRXQWU\JV FXOWXUH WKURXJK WUDGLWLRQDO IRRC
VWXGHQWYV WR SDUWLFLSDWH LQ RXU KDQGV RQ DF
WHD GXULQJ D OXQFKWLPH -DSDQHVH WHD FHUHPR!
DQG UHFLWLQJ +LQGX SUD\HUV

2UJDQL]LQJ D FOXE UHTXLUHV HIIRUW HVSHFLDOO\
VLPLODU $W ILUVW RXU VSDUVHO\ DWWHQGHG PHF
VWXGHQWY LQWHQVH IRFXV RQ $3 DQG +RQRUV FR
H[WUHPHO\ SRSXODU .H\ &0XE ZH ZRUNHG WR GUD:
/IXFNLO\ WHHQDJHUV KDYH D ZHDNQHVV WKH\ FDQC
RIILFHUV ZH IRXQG D VROXWLRQ IURP H[SHULHQFL
FRPH WR HQMR\ QHZ IRRGVY DOORZLQJ XV WR SUHV
DWWHQWLRQ

1RZzDGD\V PDQ\ SHRSOH FRQVLVWHQWO\ SDUWLFLS
(YHQ P\ .H\ &OXE IULHQGY QRZ DWWHQG RXU PHHWIL



